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PAGE 01 GENEVA 03184 281641Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-10 EUR- 12 EA-09 NEA-10 10-13 
ISO-OO L-03 FRB-01 OMB-Ol ITC-01 SP-02 USIA-15 
AGRE-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 OIC-02 SIL-01 STR-04 TRSE-00 CEA-01 /120W 

29045 1Z 031066/11 

R 281410Z APR 77 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6905 
INFO ALL EC CAPITALS 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 
AMEMBASSY ANTANARIVO 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY DACCA 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY LILONGWE 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY MADREID 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
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AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
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AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY RAGAT 
AMEMBASSY SAN IOSE 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY SUVA 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
AMCONSUL BELIZE 
AMCONSUL CALI 
AMCONSUL CAPT TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 
AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 
AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
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UCNLAS GENEVA 3184 

E.O.l 1652: NA 

TAGS: UNCTAD, ETRD 

SUBJECT: SUGAR NEGOTIATIONS: STATISTICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF APRIL 27 

1 . AT MEETING OF STATISTICS COMMITTEE ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON, 

THE US DELEGATION MADE PUBLIC ITS ESTIMATE OF US 

IMPORT REQUIREMENTS FOR 1977 AND PROJECTIONS FOR 1978, 

1979, AND 1980. 

2. THE US DELEGATION ACCEPTED THE ESTIMATE CIRCULATED BY 
THE SECRETARIAT FOR 1977 AT 4.8 MISSION SHORT TONS, AND 
PROJECTED IMPORT REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 1978-1980 PERIOD AT 
4.7 MILLION SHORT TONS ANNUALLY. 

3. THE US PROJECTION WAS DISAPPOINTING TO SOME 
DELEGATIONS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO ARE ACCUSTOMED TO STEADY 
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GROWTH OF THE US SUGAR MARKET. THE AUSTRALIAN DELEGATION 
WAS PARTICULARLY SKEPTICAL OF THE NO-GROWTH PROJECTION. 

AS A RESULT THE US DELEGATION AT THE WEDNESDAY SESSION 
MADE PUBLIC ITS ASSUMPTIONS: 

(A) GROWTH IN US POPULATION NOW LESS THAN 0.7 PERCENT 
ANNUALLY. THEREFORE, INCREASE IN DOMESTIC SUGAR MARKET 
NOT MORE THAN 75,000 SHORT TONS ANNUALLY. 

(B) HOWEVER, IT APPEARS THAT HIGH FRUCTOSE CORN SYRUP 
(HFCS) HAS NOW CAPTURED ALL OF THE GROWTH IN THE DOMESTIC 
SWEETENER MARKET. 

(C) OUTPUT OF THE DOMESTIC SUGAR INDUSTRY IS ASUMED TO 
STABILIZE AT OR NEAR 6.1 TO 6.2 MILLION SHORT TONS ANNUALLM 

(D) THEREFORE, SINCE HFCS IS CAPTURING ALL OF MARKET 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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GROWTH, COUPLED WITH FAIRLY STABLE DOMESTIC OUTPUT, IMPORT 
REQUIREMENTS WILL ALSO BE STABLE. 

4. THE DETAILED EXPLANATION MADE BY THE US DELEGATION 
SATISFIED THE CRITICS, AND THE COMMITTEE TURNED ITS AT- 
TENTION TO THE ESTIMATES MADE BY THE JAPANESE DELE- 
GATION, WHICH MANY DELEGATIONS FELT WERE UNREALISTICALLY 
HIGH. AT ONE POINT THE JAPANESE DELEGATION REFUSED TO 
DIVULGE ITS DOMESTIC RETAIL REFINED SUGAR PRICE BEFORE THE 
GROUP BUT AGREED TO INFORM THE QUESTIONER (EL SALVADOR) ON 
AN INFORMAL, PRIVATE BASIS. SORENSON 
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